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WHEN SOMEONE SUES YOU IN SMALL CLAIMS COURT

Defending yourself in small claims court is
not complicated or difficult. You may not
need an attorney. Read the complaint and
summons carefully, so you will know what
the case is about and when you must appear
in court. If you think you can handle it by
yourself, begin to prepare at once. If not,
consult a lawyer immediately.

You do not have to respond in writing to the
complaint against you before the trial, but if
you choose to do soitmay help the magistrate
understand your side of the case. Even if you
do file a response, you must go to court. You
may bring other witnesses or have them
subpoenaed if they will not come voluntarily.
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against the person who is suing you, you
may file a counterclaim as part of your written
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tenant for unpaid rent and money for property
damages, and the tenant may counterclaim
for the return of a security deposit.

It is very important that you and your
witnesses appear for trial on time. If you do
not appear, the magistrate may hear the
case without you. If you are not able to be
there at the scheduled time, contact the
magistrate and ask for a postponement
immediately.

If someone is suing to collect a debt you owe, you can offer to pay
the debt or arrange some way to settle the case before the trial. If

you settle before the trial, make sure the person suing you informs the
magistrate so that the case will be dismissed. W
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